drive-in sculpture

Thom Kubli / Sven Mann

A basic setting of eleven cars, furnished with implemented radios and appropriate
car speaker systems, is positioned in the venue. A wireless system consisting
of eleven FM transmitters with an range of app. 80 m provides a certain “program”
that overwrites the local radio stations, the “local information field”, in the
accordant spatial range.

The various parked cars receive the sent “program” on the different radio
frequencies, doors or windows are open, so the audio can be heard from outside
and all over the site. People can enter the cars and walk through the space.



local radio station

Additionally cars can enter the parking lot using the given information at the entrance
of the site. The occupied frequencies are displayed at the gateway likewise a drive-
in environment, further information, as far as necessary, is given verbally, so the
visitor can tune-in to one of the eleven provided senders. The arriving cars can

microphone park at a free spot, stay for a while and then plunge back in the flowing public
traffic.

As sound material low frequencies in a range between 50 to 140 Hz provide the
basic materiality of the sonic events. Interferences caused by minimal differences
and shifts in Hz between the channels respectively, the distinct cars span up a
info terminal dynamic auditory field.
( Two microphones are installed at the entrance side of the premises adjoining to
the populated street. The placement on the outer right and left of the fence provides
audio documents of the acoustic environment at the parking lot. These documents
are woven into the arrangement aiming to irritate and merge spacial realities.
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wireless transmitter system

As third element in the sonic disposition of the sculpture, the sudden or gradual
relinquishing of the occupied frequencies to the local FM radio station is applied.
By detuning the transmitter unit via the controller software the tuned-in grid, the
sender-receiver coordination of the car radios presently being used, becomes
gradually undermined and is thus capable of receiving the distinct local information
field, the local broadcast stations.

The cars as material elements attain a certain coherence by the sonic structures.
The eleven transmitter channels are employed for spatial diffusion of sound partials

and allow movement of acoustic events. Therefore oscillation becomes an
individualizing as well as a combining or communal factor.

transmitters controlled by software
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information fields

The setting describes a steadily changing sculpture. By arrival and departure of
cars and pedestrians a continuous restructuring charcterizes the spacial condition.
For split seconds the passing cars on the street are exposed to the transmitter-
unit as well, thus become an ephemeral dynamic field which represents the
entrance and exit to and from the exposed sculptural environment.

At the site the audience can move over the parking lot perceiving the situation
from a wider perspective or approach a car, possibly sit inside and eventually
change the receiver programs of the radio.
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realisation

A one hour performance within this setting would include the realtime performing of the described sound topologies
via two laptops. A concert-like situation in the sculptural environment that provokes the interaction between
audience and performing artists by its own interactive characteristics.

As installation the drive-in sculpture is fed by algorithmically changing sound cycles providing the auditory vitality
to the material arrangement. The interaction principles are the same as mentioned above, potentially leaving the
installation open to a more contemplative perception.

A possible scenario would be:

The drive-in sculpture is set up as installation for three days.

Within this period a performance takes place, lasting for one hour.

The event is promoted over radio stations or else with a call for active participation.

To be considered:
An optional rain shield that should be integrated in the sculptural aesthetics.

Technical Setup:

Transmitter Unit

Controller Unit / Computer

2 Laptops

ViSL;]aI displays to announce the frequencies and additional information on the gateway and on 2-3 other spots
at the site.
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